
Lifestyle guru and Ridgefield, CT,  
resident Katie Brown shares her easy recipes, 
tips and crafts for fun, flawless outdoor  
entertaining. Plus, she gives Serendipity  
the scoop on her new decorating website,  
Personalized Design Solutions, which  
offers interior design services at different 
price levels that are quick, simple  
and inexpensive. BY HOLLY PARMELEE 
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When did you throw 
your first party? 

At our home in 
Michigan, my mom 

would throw a Christmas Eve party every 
year and I loved it. The first party I ever 
threw was when I was home from college 
and I begged my mother to let me take over 
the party. I set the kitchen on fire and the 
firemen came! It was the first and last time 
I ever hosted the Christmas Eve party.

What’s the best party you’ve ever been to?
The best one I’ve been to was the one 

Tina Brown hosted on Governor’s Island 
to launch Talk magazine. I was in awe. 
They had blankets set out with picnic bas-
kets on them. We ate on blankets, watched 
fireworks and listened to Macy Gray per-
form in front of the Statue of Liberty. It 
was crazy cool. It’s still my favorite party 
trick — to put out blankets and picnic 
baskets and have people eat on the lawn — 
especially in the summertime! 

What’s your favorite way to entertain?
Intergenerational parties are my favor-

ite. Mix it up with a diverse, wacky crowd. 
Then sit back and watch the magic happen. 
My favorite place to entertain is at home. 
When you throw a party, it changes the en-
ergy of your house and the way you look at 
it. I think parties are the best reason to re-
decorate! It helps you fall in love with your 
home all over again. 

I’m in favor of cheating — I buy the main 
course and make the rest. I love to get a 
bucket of chicken or order tamales and 
then make all the sides. People are so 
thrilled to be invited into someone’s home 
and have a semi home-cooked meal that 
you’ve already won!

Where do you shop for party supplies and 
craft materials?

I’m a huge fan of Trader Joe’s for pre-
chopped food. I’m a Whole Foods junkie 
for their meats and cheeses. I love restau-
rant supply stores because they have ev-
erything you need for picnic supplies  — 
good quality disposable cutlery and cups. I 
go to Michaels for all my craft supplies.

There’s a flower mart in Norwalk that’s 
great for inexpensive vases and fabulous 
flowers.

What’s your first love: crafting or cooking?
They’ve always been intertwined for 

me. There are days I can’t get enough of 
cooking, and days that I only want to focus 
on garden and craft projects.

When people work hard to plan an outdoor 
party and it rains, what do you suggest? 

Basically, my answer is: cry. Then, dry 
your tears and think of something novel if 
you have to move it inside. Set the picnic 
blankets on the living room floor. You 
need to bring the spirit of being outside 
indoors. Arrange tree branches in a vase 
to mimic the outdoors. Make everybody 
take their shoes off when they come in 
and put out a basket of flip flops. Have 
some kind of folly.  

Mother Nature brings a touch of whimsy 
and makes you feel more carefree, so you 
need to bring that spirit, inside as well. If 
there’s a 50-50 chance of rain, risk it and 
set up the party outdoors. Just have a Plan 
B ready.

How long after guests arrive should you serve 
the main course?

I need to move it along. I’d say half an 
hour once everyone has arrived — tops. 
Maybe 40 minutes, it depends on how 
heavy your hors d’oeuvres are. 

How do you handle food allergies and spe-
cial diets (vegan, gluten-free, etc.)? 

I don’t. I serve what I serve, but I make 
sure I have enough going on that there is 
something everyone could ultimately eat. 

What do you say to people who don’t believe 
they can master these crafts or recipes?

That’s not possible! We try to make sure 
most of our projects have no more than 
three to five steps so everyone can do 
them. These are stylish, classy projects 
that are quick and easy.

How important is it to have kid-friendly 
components at parties?

I want the kids to walk away with a mem-
ory. Come up with an activity where the 
kids can bond with each other — like doing 
a play or craft. Usually, if they’re creating 
something, they’re happy and feel like they 
participated in the party. It’s important 
and fun to create traditions and memories.

Catch the lifestyle guru  
on her PBS show Katie Brown 

Home Workshop for more 
easy entertaining tips, recipes  

and home design ideas. 
Check your local listings.
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